
return to communion with 
Christ. I would urge peo-
ple who are excluded from 
Holy Communion to seek 
a resolution, through con-
fession or seeking the 
church’s help to recognise 
the nullity of a previous 
marriage, or to ‘put right’ 
a marriage which needs the 
recognition of the Church. 

In a few weeks we will be 
beginning Lent. It has al-
ways been my practice to 
invite alms for a different 
charity each Sunday of 
Lent, so that we have a 
weekly opportunity to give 
alms. As usual one Sunday 
will be dedicated to 
CAFOD. I have also been 
approached by Leprosy 
Mission for a collection 
too. If anyone has any oth-
er suggestions for Lenten 
alms charities, please let 
me know. 

It was something of a sur-
prise to see snow on the 
ground on Saturday morn-
ing before the Alpha ses-
sion. I am pleased that it 
didn’t seem to put people 
off and we had a good turn 
out once again. I really 
look forward to the Satur-
day morning Alpha ses-
sions, and people seem to 
be enjoying the breakfast, 
the videos and the discus-
sion.  

Today, in the Gospel, we 
hear some of the toughest 
teaching of Jesus, sur-
rounding real moral ques-
tions. We must always be 
aware that the call of the 
Gospel is not simply to be 
‘nice’ - it is about personal 
holiness built on exempla-
ry moral life. Of course, 
that is only half of the sto-
ry, as Jesus’ mercy is there 
to pick us up when we fall.  

In our age, it is hard for 
people to accept some of 
these teachings, especially 
where they touch on rela-
tionships and marriage. It 
is tempting for priests to 
stay quiet about these mat-
ters, so as not to ‘disturb’ 
people too much. And 
over time that silence has 
been interpreted as tacitly 
approving of the change in 
morality accepted in socie-
ty. And yet, Jesus’ teaching 
is quite clear. Adultery is 
still adultery and fornica-
tion is still fornication, and 
these are still very serious 
sins. If someone persists in 
a life which involves these 
sins, then they exclude 
themselves from commun-
ion with Christ. The Lord 
is always ready to forgive, 
but we have to change our 
ways and have amendment 
of life before we can obtain 
the forgiveness of sins, and 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Valentine 

Third century 
Probably the most recog-
nised saint’s day, and most 
celebrated one in the secu-
lar world, the feast of St 
Valentine was removed 
from the Catholic calendar 
after Vatican II. However 
he is still recognised as a 
saint. All that we know for 
certain about him is that he 
was martyred in Rome in 

the third century, and that 
the veneration of the saint 
is of ancient origin. The 
association with courtly 
love has its origin in the 
Middle Ages. According to 
tradition, Valentine was a 
priest who was particularly 
successful in winning con-
verts for Christ. After try-
ing to convert the Emperor 
Claudius, he was martyred 
for his missionary work.  
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am  
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm 
Packmoor Sunday 6pm 

Saturday 11th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Patricia Convey 

Sunday 12th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Timothy Child 

Sixth Sunday of  11.00am   Holy Mass  Michael Meaney 

the Year    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Monday 13th 9.15am    Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Feria  6.00pm   Novena Mass Bessie Marsh 

Tuesday 14th 8.30am    Eucharistic Adoration  

St Cyril & 9.15am    Holy Mass Joan & Jimmy Brenkley 

St Methodius   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Bernard Wilcox 

Wednesday 15th   11.00am  Eucharistic Adoration  

Feria   12noon  Holy Mass Mary Austin (SVP) 

Thursday 16th  9.30am   Holy Mass (in school) Holy Souls 

Feria 5.00pm    Reception of Body Mary Nixon RIP 

 6.00pm    Holy Mass Harry Watson 

Friday 17th   9.30am  Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Feria 10.30am    Requiem Mass Mary Nixon RIP 

Saturday 18th  9.00am   ALPHA  

Our Lady 10.30am    Holy Mass Holy Souls 

   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Gertrude Phoenix 

Sunday 19th                  9.00am    Holy Mass  Timothy Child 

Seventh Sunday of  11.00am   Holy Mass  Paul Crompton 

the Year    6.30pm Holy Mass Sr Bridget 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are for these intentions: 

St John’s: Christine Evans; Holy Souls (HK); Mary Walsh (BC); Sheila Barron  
St Joseph’s: Arthur, Sarah & Stephen Holmes 
The lamps at all of our churches are available to be dedicated for a week. Minimum donation £5. Please see Fr Julian . Please put the donation 
in an envelope marked ‘Church lamp’. Please don’t use Mass envelopes to avoid confusion. 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
Fr Julian is available at St Joseph’s presbytery on Monday evenings from 7pm to 8pm for enquiries regarding baptisms, weddings 
or any other matter. No need to book an appointment.  
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PASTORAL 
Service at Maple Tree Court  We 
will be holding a short service for the 
residents of Maple Tree Court Care 
Home, Gloucester Road, Kidsgrove 
on Tuesday 21st February at 
10.30am. This will be a regular 
monthly service and will alternate 
with Ravenswood Care Home, 
Kidsgrove. Any parishioners who feel 
called to come and share the joy of 
faith are most welcome to be part of 
this ministry. 

Youth Pilgrimage to Rome  
There will be a meeting at St Joseph’s 
Church today at 4.30pm to begin 
planning for this pilgrimage. All 
young people (who are currently 
Years 6 to 12) please come with par-
ents to this meeting. If you cannot 
make it then please let Fr Julian know 
you are interested. 

Meeting for Church readers 
There will be a meeting for all who 
currently read and those who would 
like to read in Church at Mass on 
Wednesday 22nd March at St Jo-
seph’s. Would all readers please en-
sure that they come to this meeting 
please? 

Biddulph SVP The Biddulph Con-
ference will next meet on Tuesday 
14th February at 7pm in the church 
meeting room. 

Parish Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
We are hoping to take a group of 
pilgrims to Lourdes during the May 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

RENOVATION 
Alpha up and running 

Our great start to Al-
pha has continued. 
Most participants were 
not put off by the 
snow, and once again 

we welcomed a full side chapel of 
people to our second session on Je-
sus. Our next meeting is at the same 
time at the same place: 9am at St 
Joseph’s, finishing at 10.45am. Our 
Alpha team will be meeting again on 
Friday at 7pm to prepare the next 

session. We ask you to continue to 
pray for the team and for all who are 
coming to Alpha. Keep this intention 
in your prayers this week and 
throughout the course. 

After Alpha? 

Alpha is just a beginning. Once this 
Alpha ends, we’ll be looking at run-
ning the next one. We are hoping to 
have an Alpha at Biddulph and a 
Men’s Alpha in Goldenhill before the 
summer. And then it will be 
Kidsgrove’s turn in the autumn. For 
those who participate, we will have 
‘discipleship groups’ which will con-

tinue the friendly experience of Al-
pha, and help people who wish to 
develop their relationship with Jesus 
and their following of him. More 
news on this in the coming weeks! 

Welcome Ministry 

We are going to be establishing wel-
come ministry in our parishes. There 
are some parishes already doing this, 
and so we’ll be arranging a meeting 
with some people who are already 
involved in this ministry elsewhere. 
This will help us to set up a similar 
ministry in our parishes. Please pray 
that this will come about. 

Bank Holiday/half term week. We 
need to know the numbers of those 
who are interested to go as we need a 
sufficient number if we are going to 
run the rail option. So please let Fr 
Julian or Teresa in the parish office 
know this week.  

First Communion Family Meet-
ing The next meeting for parents and 
children involved in our First Com-
munion programme will be on 
Thursday 2nd March at 6.30pm at St 
Joseph’s Academy. There will only 
be one session each month this year. 
All children and parents are expected 
to come to each of these sessions. 

Parish Pilgrimage to Rome & 
Assisi From Saturday 21st  to Friday 
27th October we are offering a pil-
grimage to Rome and Assisi. Flying 
from Manchester to Rome, we will 
stay at the Hotel Milani (3*) in Rome 
for 4 nights and at  Hotel Frate Sole 
in Assisi (3*) for 2 nights. Includes 
the Papal Angelus, visits to the Major 
Basilicas, daily Mass and devotions. 
Price is £759 per person based on 
sharing. Single room supplement is 
£150. Half board basis. For bookings 
or enquiries please contact the parish 
office. 

Lunch Club You are invited to the 
Lunch Club every Friday at Congle-
ton Rd Community Centre, Butt 
Lane, from 11am to 1.30pm. The 

Deaths 

Of your charity please pray for the 
soul of Mary Nixon. The Requiem 
Mass will be offered for the repose of 
her soul on Friday 17th February at 
10.30am at English Martyrs’ Church 
followed by burial at Tunstall ceme-
tery. Her body will be received into 
Church on Thursday 16th February at 
5pm.  

And also for Joan Brenkley. The fu-
neral service to pray for the repose of 
her soul will take place on Friday 
24th February at 11.30am at English 
Martyrs’ Church followed by Burial 
in Biddulph Town Cemetery. 

And also for Gladys Bromley. The 
funeral service to pray for the repose 
of her soul will take place on Tuesday 
21st February at 1pm at English Mar-
tyrs’ Church followed by cremation 
at Bradwell. 

Requiescant in pace 

cost is £4.50 and includes a light 3 
course lunch with games and activi-
ties. A chance to meet people and 
make new friends. For more infor-
mation call Matt on 07587 034299. 

Friendship Club The Club will 
next meet on Wednesday 22nd Feb-
ruary at Kidsgrove Town Hall at 
2pm. Tea, coffee and biscuits for just 
a £2. If you need transport please 
contact Matt Ford on 07587034299. 



Entrance Antiphon: Be my protector, O God, a 
mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my 
rock, my stronghold. Lead me, guide me, for 
the sake of your name. 
Response to the Psalm: They are happy who fol-
low God’s law. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] Speak, 
Lord, your servant is listening: you have the 
message of eternal life. [Alleluia.] 
Nicene Creed 
Preface Ordinary Sundays IV 
Eucharistic Prayer II 
Acclamation:  When we eat... 
Communion Antiphon: They ate and had their 
fill, and what they craved the Lord gave them; 
they were not disappointed in what they 
craved. 

THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

Sixth Sunday of the Year (A) 
CTS Sunday Missal page 707          

FUNDRAISING  
Collections 
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£353.00, Non-Gift Aid £198.95, 
Total £551.95. Pro-Life £102.55. 
Goldenhill Gift Aid £327.50, Non-
Gift Aid £208.07, Total £535.57.  
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £271.00, Non-
Gift Aid £146.08, Total £417.08. 
Pro-Life £73.11. 

Second Collection: The Pro-Life 
collection not taken last week will be 
taken at Goldenhill today. 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Matthew 5:17-37 

Today’s Gospel reveals the deeper meaning and purpose of the Ten Com-
mandments and the moral Law of the Old Testament. But his Gospel also 
transcends the Law. He demands a morality far greater than that accom-
plished by the most pious of Jews, the scribes and Pharisees. Outward 
observance of the Law is not enough. It is not enough that we do not 
murder, commit adultery, divorce, or lie. Jesus this week calls us to train 
our hearts, to master our passions and emotions. And Jesus demands the 
full obedience of our hearts. He calls us to love God with all our hearts, 
and to do his will from the heart. God never asks more of us than we are 
capable. By his life, death, and resurrection, Jesus has shown us that it is 
possible to keep his commandments. In baptism, he has given us his Spirit 
that his Law might be fulfilled in us. The wisdom of the Gospel surpasses 
all the wisdom of this age that is passing away, St. Paul tells us in the 
Epistle. The revelation of this wisdom fulfils God’s plan from before all 
ages. Let us trust in this wisdom, and live by his Kingdom law͘ 

Vocations Mass You are invited to 
come and pray for more vocations to 
the priesthood and religious life. The 
North Staffs Deanery Mass is on 7th 
March at Our Lady of Perpetual Suc-
cour, Fenton at 7.00pm. The preach-
er is Fr Craig Szmidt, originally from 
Wolstanton parish, and currently 
Parish Priest of Quinton in the West 
Midlands. 

Days of Prayer for Vocations 
The days of prayer in the parishes of 
North Staffs for February & March 
are: 26th February St John’s, Ches-
terton, Mass at 9.30am, Adoration 
until Mass at 5pm; 3rd March, St 
George and St Martin, Birches Head. 

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 
This week’s draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.24 V Finn; 2nd Prize £10, No.85 
W Walley; 3rd Prize £5, No.36 L 
Lyth. Numbers are always available 
to new members.  

Cake Stall Goldenhill UCM will be 
having a cake stall at St Joseph’s after 
mass on Sunday 26th February. The 
money raised will go towards the  
Youth Rome Pilgrimage Fund. 

APF Red Boxes This is a notice for 
Biddulph and Packmoor parishioners 

Interested in youth work? There 
will be an information evening for 
anyone interested in applying for 
employment and volunteering posi-
tions in the youth ministry of the 
Archdiocese (Alton Castle, Soli 
House, BCYS…). The evening is on 
Wednesday 15th February at 7pm at 
Alton Castle. 

March for Life The third annual 
UK March for Life, to demonstrate 
our love of life and desire to defend 
the unborn, disabled, sick and elder-
ly, is on Saturday 20th May in Bir-
mingham. We will be planning to 
take a group from the parish for the 
March. Please keep the day free! 

Fr Peter Blundell Fr Peter, former 
Parish Priest of St John’s, will be 
having a leaving/retirement celebra-
tion at St Hubert's, Warley on Sun-
day 5th March. There will be Mass at 
10:00am followed by tea/coffee af-
terwards. All are welcome, especially 
from Kidsgrove Parish, where he was 
Parish Priest from 1986 to 1988.  

Walsingham Pilgrimage North 
Staffs Walsingham Association have 
their annual Walsingham pilgrimage 
from Wednesday 5th to Saturday 8th 
April. Travel is by coach from Holy 
Trinity, Newcastle. The cost is £160 
or £186 for a single room. For a 
booking form or enquiries please 
contact Deacon Neil Addlington on 
624325. 

only. Please bring your Red Boxes to 
church during February to be emp-
tied and counted. Thank you. 

Biddulph 125 Club The 125 Club 
subs are now due. You can pay £51 
for the year, £26 for half a year or 
£13 a quarter. Put cash or cheque in 
an envelope marked ‘125 Club-FAO 
Mary Jervis’ and give to either Glo-
ria, Roy, Paula, Teresa, Vincent or 
Sheila. Cheques need to be made 
payable to ‘English Martyrs’ Church, 
Biddulph’. Many thanks for your con-
tinued support. Money raised to date 
is £51,500. 


